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October 12, 2015
TO: INTERESTED AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS and INDIVIDUALS

Re: Pre-Consultation on Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Laupahoehoe Forest
Management Plan (Hawai‘i)

The Hawai‘i Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR) and the USDA Forest Service (USFS) Pacific Southwest (PSW) Research
Station’s Institute of Pacific islands Forestry (IPIF) are preparing an EA in compliance with Chapter
343, HRS for a Draft Management Plan for Laupahoehoe Forest (map attached). The purpose of
this letter is to share information about the project, request your assistance in identifying historic
sites or cultural practices that might be impacted by the project, and invite you to share any issues
that you wish to be addressed in the EA or any other concerns you may have.

The 12,343 acre (ac) (5,134 hectare (ha)) Laupahoehoe Forest area consists of two state-
managed parcels of land: 4,449 ac of state land designated as Forest Reserve (FR), and 7,894 ac
of land designated as a Natural Area Reserve (NAR) (see attached map). Both of these programs
are under DLNR-DOFAW and were established to protect native Hawaiian forest for current and
future generations. In addition, the Laupahoehoe Forest is designated as part of the Hawai'i
Experimental Tropical Forest (HETF).

In 1992, the Hawai‘i Tropical Forest Recovery Act authorized the establishment of the HETF to
serve as a center for long-term research and a focal point for developing and transferring
knowledge and expertise for the management of tropical forests. USFS-IPIF, based in Hilo, works
cooperatively with the DLNR-DOFAW to coordinate research, management, and educational
activities and to jointly develop and implement research and education, and management plans for
the experimental forest.

The Draft Management Plan will be a guiding document for DLNR-DOFAW and the USFS-IPIF,
outlining planned management actions over the next fifteen years and providing background
information for why those actions were chosen. The overall goal is to protect, maintain, and
enhance Laupahoehoe Forest’s unique natural, cultural, and geological resources while also
enhancing compatible human uses. The proposed management actions include fence construction
and pig removal to protect biological and water resources, invasive weed control, planting of rare
native plants, wildfire prevention and response, public access and the development of interpretive
trails for the public, continued research relevant to management and restoration of tropical forest









